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An Illinois woman who spent
six years in prison for the wrongful
conviction of murdering her son
visited SIU Thursday.
Julie Rea’s 10-year-old son Joel was
stabbed to death in their Lawrenceville
home one night in October 1997. Rea
was charged with capital murder for
his death three years later, said Erica
Nichols Cook, staff attorney for the
Wrongful Conviction Grant of the
Illinois Innocence Project. Rea was
released in 2006 with the help of the
independent nonprofit organization.
According to information from the
Illinois Innocence Project, Rea gave
police a detailed report of an intruder
who randomly entered her home and
targeted her child and her. Her son was
killed with a knife that came from the
home’s kitchen.
Rea told police she woke up at 4
a.m. after hearing her son’s scream. She
said she survived a “vicious attack” by
a man she found in Joel’s room, when
she said the murderer dropped the
knife and fled.
Despite Rea’s story, a jury
convicted her of the murder in
2000. Cook said Rea appealed her
conviction the same year, when
William Clutter, a criminal defense
investigator with capital conviction
experience, read over her file.
Clutter told Rea’s attorney the
assailant’s description and the crime
details seemed like the work of serial
killer Tommy Lynn Sells, who had been
recently arrested for the stabbing death
of a 13-year-old in Del Rio, Texas.
Rea described the prosecutor as
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Julie Rea discusses the importance of keeping the justice system operating correctly with law students Thursday in the Lesar Law Building
courtroom. Rea was wrongfully convicted in 2000 for the 1997 murder of her 10-year-old son, and she spent six years in prison until the
Illinois Innocence Project took her case. Rea told law students that her situation can happen to anyone, and it’s up to them in their future
careers to convict the guilty and protect the innocent.
dramatic in front of the jury by having
Rea’s ex-husband, who was a police
officer, testify against her. Rea said he
told the jurors she considered aborting
Joel while she was pregnant.
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Mike Uphoff, a senior from Monticello studying industrial technology,
aligns a laser pointer Tuesday onto a robot named Derecho during a
Registered Student Organization meeting at the Engineering Building.
Derecho, built by the SIU Chapter of the Association of Technology,
Management, and Applied Engineering, collects colored pingpong
balls and sorts them according to color. Uphoff, ATMAE vice president,
and 11 other members will take Derecho to Nashville, Tenn., Friday to
compete in the ATMAE national robotics competition.

“I never considered aborting Joel,
but in the jurors’ mind, abortion is
killing,” she said. “They now see me
as a murderer who wanted to kill my
baby then and just waited a little

while down the line to do it.”
Cook said Sells confessed to the
murder multiple times to several law
enforcement officers with the exact
detail and clarity that matched Rea’s

statement she gave to police the night
of the murder. To this day, he has never
been charged for Joel’s death.

Some robots are built for
exploration, some for entertainment
and others for power.
For an engineering Registered
Student Organization on campus,
however, one robot was built for
redemption.
After a year break from
competition, the Association of
Technology, Management and
Applied Engineering RSO is
determined to make a name for itself
as well as the school today in this
year’s national robotics competition
in Nashville, Tenn., said Dylan
Noble, a senior from Anna studying
electrical and computer engineering
and RSO president.
“If we’re able to do well in this
competition, I feel like I will have
helped improve SIU’s status and
hopefully get more engineers to
decide to come to the school itself,”

Noble said. “I’m just excited about
being in competition this year to
show off what my team was able to
accomplish.”
ATMAE is an RSO devoted to
industrial technology, but it is also
a nationwide organization with the
same principles. The group holds a
national competition every year for
any school with the engineering RSO
to enter. Each competition’s goal is
usually different, Noble said, but it
always requires teams to perform a
specified task the quickest and most
accurately.
Although last year’s competition
had about 10 participants, Noble
said 30 teams could be present this
year.
Teams will compete with the same
assignment this year as the 2011
event, which is to build a robot that
can collect colored pingpong balls
and sort them accordingly the fastest.
Isaac Etheridge, a senior from Mill
Shoals studying electrical engineering

technology and RSO member, said
this year’s assignment didn’t change
from last year’s because the 2011
teams performed below expectations.
Etheridge said he attended ATMAE
last year and helped the team build
a robot this year that avoided the
previous projects’ failures and
personally created some of the inner
workings of the machine.
“When you look at the footage
of the old robots, there are very big
design flaws in the ones we looked
at,” he said. “I tried to make sure we
didn’t make any of the mistakes that
other people have made in the past.”
Michael Uphoff, a senior from
Monticello studying industrial
technology and RSO vice president,
also attended last year’s competition
and said the team’s robot this year
closely resembles the one Northern
Iowa used in 2011’s competition but
with some design improvements.
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DPS Crime Log
— An SIUC student was arrested
for retail theft at Grinnell Hall dining
area Friday. Joseph Wade Johnson,
an 18-year-old from Chicago, was
issued a Carbondale city notice to
appear and released.
— Charles W. Buster, a 27-yearold non-SIUC student from LaSalle,
was arrested Friday at Woody Hall
and charged with unlawful use of
a weapon, defacing identification
marks of a firearm, resisting a police
officer and a motor vehicle accident.
Buster was transported to Jackson
County Jail.
— A non-SIUC student from
Lockport was arrested Friday at 905
E. Park St. on a failure to appear
warrant out of Jackson County with
an original charge of underage alcohol
consumption. Heather Pawela was
transported to Jackson County Jail.
— Police responded to a report of
underage drinking Saturday at Lincoln

Drive south of Chautauqua Road.
Mateusz Szot, an 18-year-old SIUC
student from Chicago, was arrested
and charged with underaged alcohol
consumption, issued a city pay-by-mail
citation and released.
— Nickolas J. Wright, a 20-yearold SIUC student from Canton, was
arrested Saturday at Freeman Street
west of Poplar and charged with
underaged alcohol consumption.
Wright was issued a Carbondale payby-mail citation and released.
— Police responded to an assault
report Sunday between two SIUC
students in Mae Smith Hall. A 20-yearold male threatened his 19-year-old
girlfriend, according to police, and the
case has been referred to the State’s
Attorney’s Office.
— A 25-year-old SIUC student
was arrested and charged with public
possession of alcohol Sunday. Fady S.
Anbar was arrested at 800 E. Grand
Ave., issued a Carbondale city pay-bymail citation and released.
— Alisha Rae Anderson, a 30-year-

old SIUC student from Austin, Texas,
was arrested and charged with public
possession of alcohol Sunday from 800
E. Grand Ave. Anderson was issued a
Carbondale city pay-by-mail citation
and released.
— Two 18-year-old SIUC students
were arrested from Grinnell Hall and
charged with retail theft Monday.
Britney Howard, of Chicago, and
Octavia Washington, of University Park,
were issued Carbondale city notice to
appear citations for retail theft and
released.
— Police responded to a report
of fighting at Neely Hall Wednesday.
Elizabeth J. Johnson-Carter, a 19-yearold from Cape Girardeau, Mo. and
Jasmine M. Berry, an 18-year-old from
Alsip, were arrested for fighting, issued
Carbondale city pay by mail citations
and released.
— An Evergreen Terrace resident
reported the burglary of an Xbox 360,
memory card, wireless controller and
WWE 2009 Xbox game Wednesday.
The investigation is ongoing.

SOURCE: CARBONDALE CITY POLICE, SIUC DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY

As large corporations and holiday
shoppers countrywide prepare for
Black Friday, some area businesses
are trying to get a share of the year’s
busiest shopping weekend.
Several Carbondale businesses
will participate in Small Business
Saturday, a nationwide shopping
day that takes place the Saturday
after Thanksgiving. For years, large
corporations across the country
have slashed prices and offered
deals the day before, called Black
Friday, as an effort to turn profit
for the year. Small businesses have
their own day now, and more than
two dozen Carbondale stores have
registered to participate in the
event that was created by American
Express in 2010.
“We have a very strong local
business
community
here,”
said Sherry Taylor, director of
the Carbondale Chamber of
Commerce. “We are trying to find
ways to push people into the doors
and help the businesses thrive
during hard economic conditions.”
Taylor said money recirculates

through the community when it is
spent in the area. When $100 is spent
at a local business, for example, $68
stays in the community, according
to research by Civic Economics, a
business data website. To compare,
$43 stays in the community when
$100 is spent at a major retailer.
“It is really important to try and
keep the dollars local,” said Kelly
Rexroad, owner of Bookworm, a
Carbondale bookstore participating in
the event. “We, along with the other
small businesses in the community,
want to promote that. Small Business
Saturday is helping us do that by
getting the word out that small
businesses here need the support of
everyone in the community.”
Nearly 103 million Americans
participated in Small Business
Saturday in 2011, according
to information from American
Express. More than 150 million
people shopped on Black Friday
last year and spent more than $800
million. It was the largest turnout
of all time for Black Friday.
Small businesses try to compete
during the holiday season by
offering low prices and incentives
to their customers. Rexroad said

her store will offer specials on the
day before Thanksgiving, Black
Friday and Small Business Saturday.
However, she said the promotions
will differ each day.
“We participated for the first
time last year and had a really good
turnout on Saturday,” she said. “A
lot of people who came in thought
it was a really good idea to promote
the small stores.”
Jose Castrejon, owner of Sound
Core Music, said his business will
participate in the event. He said
attention to service is what makes
small businesses different from
large retailers.
“That’s why we are still there,”
he said. “It’s a speciality business.
Research shows that local businesses
are the backbone of the economy.”
Castrejon said his store will offer
a variety of incentives to shoppers
this holiday season. He said his

business typically sees a large
increase of traffic during November
and December.
“Everyone wants good deals,” he
said. “You just have to open your
doors and give people good deals.”
Castrejon said the holiday
shopping season often generates
more business as well.
“It motivates people to go out
and spend when they typically
can’t,” he said. “Holidays are nice.”
Chris McKinley, owner of
Dayshift Boutique, said her store
will have Ornament Day, a sale
that features a variety of handmade
ornaments made by artists from the
area as a way to draw in customers
on Small Business Saturday.
“I think it’s important to support
local businesses because it’s hard
enough for small businesses to stay
in business competing with large
corporations,” she said. “In order

A computer outage at United Airlines
delayed thousands of travelers Thursday
and embarrassed the airline at a time
when it’s trying to win back customers
after glitches earlier this year.
The two-hour outage held up 250 of
the 5,679 United flights scheduled for
Thursday, the airline said.
From Los Angeles to London,
Boston to San Francisco, frustrated
fliers tweeted snarky remarks about the
problem. It was United’s third major
computer mishap this year.
“Does anyone have a Radio Shack
computer or abacus to help United
get their system fixed?” tweeted Lewis
Franck, a motorsports writer flying
from Newark, N.J., to Miami to cover
the last race of the NASCAR season.

In a subsequent phone call with The
Associated Press, Franck added: “Why is
there a total system failure on a beautiful
day? What happened to the backup and
the backup to backup?”
United said the technology problem
occurred around 8:30 a.m. EST and
was fixed by 10:30 a.m. But morning
delays can ripple throughout an airline’s
network for the rest of the day even
after the underlying cause is fixed. That’s
because once a plane departs late, it can
be hard to make up for lost time.
The glitch involved communication
between dispatchers at the company’s
operations center in Chicago and
planes at airports around the world,
United spokesman Rahsaan Johnson
said. Dispatchers communicate
information such as weight and fuel
loads to pilots, who need it to operate

the flight. Johnson said the airline has
identified the specific problem, and
said it won’t happen again.
The stock price of United
Continental Holdings Inc. fell 47 cents,
or 2.4 percent, to $19.51 on a day when
shares of other big airlines rose.
United has been struggling with
technology problems since March,
when it switched to a passenger
information computer system that was
previously used by Continental. United
and Continental merged in 2010. That
system, called “Shares,” has needed
extensive reworking since March to
make it easier for workers to use.
In August, 580 United flights were
delayed and its website was shut down
for two hours because of a problem with
a piece of computer hardware.
Johnson said the problems on

Thursday were not related to
integrating the computer systems
of the two airlines.
He said 10 Thursday flights were
canceled because of the problem. He
said 80 percent of the airline’s flights
were still on time. By comparison,
government statistics show United and
Continental each with about 83 percent
of flights on time in November 2011.
He said that the problem affected
planes that came from United. Planes
that came from Continental, and
regional flights on United Express, were
not affected.
CEO Jeff Smisek acknowledged on
Oct. 25 that some customers avoided
United over the summer because of its
computer problems. He said the airline
had fixed those problems by improving
software and adding more spare planes

I

think it’s important to support local businesses because
it’s hard enough for small businesses to stay in business
competing with large corporations.
— Chris McKinley
owner of Dayshift Boutique

to keep the small places alive, I
think it is important.”
McKinley said her store
participated in the event last year
and saw a pretty good turnout.
Dalton Kennerly, assistant manager
of P Mac Music, said the store will
offer a variety of holiday specials.
He said it is important for people to
support the businesses.
“It is interesting to get out and
see what the small stores have,” he
said. “We have some really awesome
stores in this town. I think it is a
lot better town when we have these
types of stores.”
Kennerly said he thinks it is an
important time for stores because
so much money is spent during the
holiday shopping season.
“This is the time to get it,” he
said. “If you are going to make up
for a loss, this is the time to do
it. I would assume a lot of small
businesses are seeing losses and
having a bad time. There is no
other time of the year to make it
up. This is it.”
Riley Swinford can be reached at
rswinford@dailyegyptian.com
or at 536-3311 ext. 268.

to its system, among other moves.
“We expect to earn back those
customers that took a detour and we
expect to attract new customers as well,”
he said at the time.
Thursday’s problems were exactly
what United did not need, said
airline and travel industry analyst
Henry H. Harteveldt of Atmosphere
Research Group. “This event shows
an unacceptable lack of planning at
United,” he said.
“This merger has been an outright
disaster on almost every count.
United must make some changes in
its executive leadership, starting with
the CEO” and including its chief
information officer if it wants to restore
confidence among passengers, he said.
That confidence appeared shaken
on Thursday.
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Rea said she passed two polygraph
tests and had several family members
speak highly of her as a parent.
“Everyone in my family except my
ex-husband, who coincidentally couldn’t
pass two questions on his polygraph
regarding hiring someone to kill me, told
officials what a great mother I was,” she
said. “But, hey, he’s a police officer so he
doesn’t count.”
Rea was a Ph. D. candidate for
teaching at the University of Indiana at
the time of her indictment.
“(Rea) is not your average woman
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Although the team may face
a disadvantage because it didn’t
compete last year, Uphoff said
any group that missed last year’s
competition will get an extra chance
for its robot to collect and sort the
pingpong balls.
He said the RSO had a 12-member
team work on the robot, and testing
started Sunday to ensure each aspect
ran smoothly.
The robot’s name is Derecho,

who went to jail,” Cook said. “This
experience has left a mark on her and
changed the course of her life in many
ways.”
Rea spoke of her criminal record, or
lack thereof, and told the audience to be
aware her situation is something that can
happen to anyone.
“Other than a few traffic violations,
I have nothing on my record at all,” she
said. “I’ve done nothing for this to come
about. It can happen to you. An officer
of the law can put you in his car, put you
in a cell and you will not see the light of
day for quite a while.”
Rea said she doesn’t want Sells dead
because that won’t bring Joel back.

“What I want out of Sells is to do the
kind of good that Joel would have done
in the world, and he better start now
because he’s got a hell of a lot of catching
up to do,” she said.
Rea, found not guilty of her son’s
murder in July 2006, said she would
not be a free woman said if it weren’t
for the Illinois Innocence Project
because she finally had someone to

speak on her and Joel’s behalf.
The Illinois Innocence Project is a
national litigation and public policy
organization dedicated to exonerating
wrongfully convicted individuals through
DNA testing and reforming the criminal
justice system to prevent future injustice,
according to the organization’s website.
SIU and the University of Illinois
Springfield and Champaign campuses

are both involved with the project.
William Schroeder, a professor at SIU’s
School of Law, said Rea’s case was one
of the first successful exonerations the
group dealt with.
The Illinois organization recently
helped exonerate Anthony Murray, a
man convicted of the 1998 murder of
a Centralia woman. He was released
Oct. 31.

named after the natural phenomenon
of an inland hurricane, Uphoff
said, because the machine literally
takes in balls with a movable arm
and blows each individual colored
pingpong ball into a corresponding
container.
Derecho can be manually
controlled with a joystick normally
implemented in computers, but
will have to automatically find its
way to the pingpong balls in the
competition.
Although a project like Derecho
can be expensive, he said the robot

only cost the group $500 because
members salvaged parts from
former machines and mapped out
the design with available software
on engineering building computers.
The RSO has performed well in
past competitions, Noble said, as it
took second place two years ago and
first place three years ago.
Uphoff said the team is in high
spirits and is confident as it heads
into competition.
Tyler Winkleman, a freshman
from Carmi studying computer
science and one of Derecho’s

programmers, said even though it’s
his first year with the team, he has
experienced a lot in his 100-200
hours with the project this semester.
“We get down to business, but
we also have fun,” he said. “It’s been
really cool to actually get to help on
a big project and go to a national
convention. I think we have a good
chance of winning this thing.”
Uphoff said the project has been
tough to accomplish at times, but
he wouldn’t have it any other way.
“It’s not worth it unless it’s a
stretch for us, but we’re confident

in our abilities and we know we’ve
spent a lot of hours on this robot,”
he said.
Despite everything, Uphoff said
one thought is constant in each
team member’s mind: reclaiming
the trophy.
“It’s been a couple of years since
we’ve had that national champion
robot, and I’m really excited to
bring that back to SIU,” he said.

S

he (Rea) is not your average woman who went to jail. This experience has left a mark on
her and changed the course of her life in many ways.

— Erica Nichols Cook
staff attorney for the Wrongful Conviction Grant of the Illinois Innocence Project

Austin Flynn can be reached at
aflynn@dailyegyptian.com
or 536-3311 ext. 257.
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Cat Jewers, a freshman from Chicago studying zoology, holds an abdominal stretch at the Recreation
Center Wednesday night with the rest of the ultimate frisbee team. “We are trying to get the team to
stay in shape during our off season so we can be ready for the next,” team captain Liz Biggane said.
The team meets twice a week and conducts intense cardio and abdominal workouts for about an hour
each day to prepare for the spring season.

Urlacher says again he’d lie about concussion
L A K E F O R E S T — Brian
Urlacher wasn’t backing down.
Chicago’s star linebacker would still
lie to cover up a concussion.
Urlacher raised a few more eyebrows
on Thursday when he reiterated what
he told HBO earlier in the year,
and it didn’t seem to matter to him
that Bears quarterback Jay Cutler is
recovering from that same injury.
His stance remains the same.
“Yeah,” he said when asked if he
would lie to cover up a concussion.
Coach Lovie Smith wasn’t quite
sure how to respond to a question
about Urlacher’s comment.
“I don’t think players will cover up
an injury, so that’s what I make of
it,” Smith said. “I didn’t hear Brian
say that, so I don’t know exactly what
you’re talking about. I just know when
Brian has been injured, when he hurt
his knee he came out, and every other

injury I assume he’s had he’s come out.
That’s what I’m going with.”
Urlacher acknowledged it would
be tough to cover up a concussion
while questioning whether newer
helmets really were cutting down
on such injuries, and he added that
the NFL needs to do a better job
protecting players from knee injuries.
He said there are points in most
games where a player is woozy from
a hit, where “you’re like, whoa, that
was a good one.”
But, he also said: “I don’t know
how you can lie these days with all
the (stuff) they have to see who’s
concussed and who’s not. I don’t
know how they can tell in the first
place. I think the helmets aren’t
very good. I wear an old helmet and
Lance (Briggs) wears an old helmet.
We don’t get concussed. We have
some pretty good collisions, we don’t

get concussed. I think a lot of it
has to do with the helmets. They’re
saying they’re better but they must
not be because people are getting
more concussions now.”
Urlacher said he suffered a
concussion against Denver in 2003
but didn’t miss any games that season.
“I’ve been lucky,” he said.
Cutler wasn’t so fortunate on
Sunday. The Bears believe he suffered
his concussion when Houston’s Tim
Dobbins nailed him with a helmetto-helmet hit late in the first half that
forced him to sit out the final two
quarters of a loss to the Texans. His
status for Monday’s game against San
Francisco is in question, and if he’s
not available, Jason Campbell figures
to start in his place.

WALKERS

doesn’t interfere with her swimming,
but he does evoke life lessons from
the pool.
“My dad does compare life a lot
to swimming,” she said of his advice.
“If you work hard, you’ll achieve all
of your goals.”
Rick said he never wanted his or
Eileen’s swimming legacies to add
pressure to their children’s athletic
careers. He said he knows what his
role is in their lives when it comes
down to it.
“Around our house, you don’t see
our awards and you don’t see our
trophies, medals, or certificates,” he
said. “When I go to my daughter’s
meets, I’m as dumb as the next dad
because I have purposely done that.
I need to be her dad, but I don’t
need to be her coach. She’s got one
of those.”
Outside of athletics, both Kyle
and Kelsie said they would like
to take up occupational therapy
for their careers. Kyle said he

has persued college programs
throughout the United States to
find a graduate school that is right
for him.
Though the Walker children may
leave Carbondale in the coming years,
Rick said he wants them to always
remember where they came from.
“I grew up with four brothers
who all swam and were captains
of their college teams, and the one
thing we always said was that we
always knew where home was,” he
said. “If nothing else, I want my
kids to remember where home is.”
Eileen said she hopes to have her
children around as much as possible
in the future.
“(I want) us to live long, healthy
and happy lives together,” Eileen
said. “That is a prayer I’ve said since
we’ve started this family.”

CONTINUED FROM

8

Eileen Walker said Kelsie had
been aching to get in the pool since
she was young.
“I distinctly remember when Kyle
started summer league swimming,
and she was too young to swim,” she
said. “I couldn’t find her one day at
the end of a meet. When I found her,
she was sitting with her arms crossed
and totally aggravated because she
wasn’t old enough to swim.”
Kelsie said she remembers the
days when she longed to start
swimming.
“My brother got into swimming
and was in summer league, and I
would sit there all day in the heat,”
she said. “All I wanted to do was
jump into the pool. Ever since I was
little, all I’ve wanted to do is swim.”
Kelsie said she would definitely
beat her mom or dad in a race.
She said she finds that her dad

—Andrew Seligman
Associated Press

Alex Rostowsky can be reached at
arostowsky@dailyegyptian.com
or 536-3311 ext. 269.
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Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle
Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Lewis

SOLUTION TO THURSDAY’S PUZZLE

Thursday’s Puzzle Solved

by David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.
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Find us on Facebook http://www.facebook.com/jumble
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38 Foolish talk
39 Tropical birds that
run on lily pads
40 Fashionable
41 Hypothetical
high-tech
predator in
Crichton’s “Prey”
44 Banks, e.g.
45 Abides by
46 “__ objections?”
48 Storage unit
49 Steamed state
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50 Online discussion
venue
51 Assyrian’s foe
53 Link
57 Like rainy London
skies
60 Logical abbr.
61 Onetime
Burmese
statesman
62 L.A. setting
63 __ Mateo,
California
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DOWN
1 Churchill’s “so
few”: Abbr.
2 Summer
quencher
3 In any event
4 Slave
5 Wilson of Heart
6 Least fresh
7 Story opener
8 Org. managed by
Scripps until 1982
9 Soccer mom’s ride
10 Work with a steno
11 Worn things
12 Accumulated to a
fault
15 R&B singer
Bryson
18 Lake __,
Australia’s lowest
point
23 Sever, with “off”
24 Announcer Hall
25 Language
spoken in New
Delhi
26 Church section
27 Change, in a way
29 Unadon fillets
32 Taiwanese-born
Lee
35 Apple or pear
36 Mosque leader
37 PDA add-ons
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ACROSS
1 Restraint at a
rodeo
6 Magnum __
10 Telegraph “T”
13 Respond to
14 Receive with relish
16 Headline-making
NYSE event
17 What makes a
cat a cat?
19 Pro at balancing:
Abbr.
20 Second-smallest
st.
21 To date
22 Elevated church
area
24 Greek vowel
25 Bearish directors?
28 State from which
the Utah Territory
was formed
30 Tarzan, for one
31 No longer in
32 Prefix with culture
33 Former word for
former days
34 Sea dog who’s
actually a wolf?
39 Calendar pg.
42 Texter’s “Zounds!”
43 Many a Johann
Strauss work
47 Muscle Shoals
site
50 Countless
52 Dogs who inspire
artists?
54 Marshal at
Waterloo
55 “__
Schoolchildren”:
Tracy Kidder book
56 Nancy Drew’s
beau
57 Econ. measure
58 San Francisco’s
__ Hill
59 Deliverers of
certain farm news?
64 Shakespeare title
word
65 French income
66 iComfort mattress
maker
67 Shooting locale
68 1967 #1 hit
“Somethin’
Stupid,” e.g.
69 Former “NOVA
scienceNOW”
host Neil
deGrasse __
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Aries — Today is an 8 —
Responsibilities weigh heavily today
and tomorrow. Balance immediate
goals with long-term dreams. Get
ahead of the eight ball, and you just
may win. Inspire changes at home.

Cancer — Today is an 8 — This
period is good for negotiations.
Use your imagination, and stick
to the rules. Put in extra effort.
Haste makes waste. A partner’s
opinion is important.

Libra — Today is a 9 — Keep
digging and find the clue. Consider
all the information. Family and home
issues take the forefront today and
tomorrow. Keep your objective in
mind. Postpone romance.

Capricorn — Today is a 9 —Let
yourself be drawn outside your
safety zone. You’re extra confident
Ask for what you want. Remain
objective, despite any temporary
confusion or disruption. Relax.

Taurus — Today is an 8 — Set
long-range goals over the next
two days. The more you finish, the
better you look. Start working on
strategy. Learn from experience.
Start a new writing project.

Leo — Today is a 7 — Curb the
impulse to run away. Work and
prosper today and tomorrow.
Provide support, and find an
amazing breakthrough in love.
Clean up any messes.

Scorpio — Today is an 8 —
Listen to your coach to improve
performance. There’s no such thing
as a stupid question, but your timing
could be off. Follow instructions.
Make recommended changes.

Aquarius — Today is a 6 —
Start by listing current expenses.
Identify new resources, and
replenish reserves. Costs are high,
so take care. Rest and recuperate.
Study values and ethics, too.

Gemini — Today is a 6 — Begin
a new moneymaking venture.
Your theory gets challenged.
Draw heavily on your experience.
Figure out finances. Provide
great service and it all works out.

Virgo — Today is a 9 — Your
nerves will become less frazzled
soon after the current chaos.
Follow a hunch at work. Make a
change for the better. Others are
ready. Choose family.

Sagittarius — Today is a 7 — Join a
good team. Fill orders and rake
in the dough. Teach in a way they
can learn. You have an advantage.
Consider making changes in
your living arrangements.

Pisces — Today is an 8 —
Study with a passion. It’s easier
to concentrate now. Today and
tomorrow are good party days.
Water may be involved. You can
do more than you thought.
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They may be known as the Walkers, but this
family does not maintain a slow pace.
SIU swimming coach Rick Walker, one of
the family’s anchors, has done it all both in and
outside the pool. He has been a member of the
United States national team and has taken one
of his swimmers to the Olympics.
In Walker’s 21 years as coach of the Salukis,
he has received numerous accolades such as the
Missouri Valley Conference Coach of the Year,
which he has won four times, and the 2012
Mid-American Conference Coach of the Year.
The most impressive thing about him,
though, is that he might not even be the best
athlete in his immediate family.
Walker’s wife Eileen, whom he met as a
student at Texas A&M, was an NCAA AllAmerican swimmer for the Aggies. She said he
caught her eye when she was a freshman.
“He had just competed at the National
Sports Festival and was on TV,” she said. “I
thought that was pretty cool. He was the stud
on the team.”
Eileen Walker coaches the Saluki swim club, which
is composed of swimmers of all ages and abilities.
Their son Kyle swam for 10 years but has
found another niche in the athletic world. Kyle
Walker, a sophomore studying exercise science,
is a thrower on the Saluki track and field team.
Kelsie, a junior at Carbondale High School,
has stuck with swimming. She has been
continually ranked as one of the best Illinois
high school swimmers.
Rick and Eileen Walker said they never
forced swimming on their children; Kyle and
Kelsie just found their way in the pool.
“We were around the pool all the time, and
it was something they naturally picked up,”

The Saluki football team can no longer
make the playoffs or win the Missouri Valley
Football Conference, but a home win Saturday
over Western Illinois University would give the
team its first winning season in three years.
To break .500 for the first time since 2009,
SIU (5-5, 4-3) must defeat a Leatherneck team
that has lost five consecutive games by a total
of 140 points. Western Illinois (3-7,1-6) has
scored eight offensive touchdowns this season,
which is equal to the number of touchdowns the
Saluki defense and special teams have accounted
for. However, coach Dale Lennon said the team
cannot get caught up in the statistics.
“The mental preparation is as important as
the physical preparation,” he said. “We just
have to keep the focus on us, and that’s the
constant message that we give each week to the
team. You can’t look at records. You can’t look
at stats.”
It is difficult to single out a star player on
the Western Illinois roster, as many of the skills
positions are performed by multiple players.
The Leathernecks have started three players at
the quarterback position and feature a pair of
running backs — Nikko Watson and Caulton
Ray — who have each carried the ball more
than 150 times on the year. The lack of a
team standout has limited Western’s offensive
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Kelsie Walker, a junior at Carbondale Community High School, listens as her coach gives her advice Wednesday in the Edward J.
Shea Natatorium. Walker, the daughter of swim coach Rick Walker, is training for the state swimming finals in the 200 and 500
freestyle. Kelsie, along with the rest of her immediate family, is highly involved with athletics in the Carbondale area.
Rick Walker said.
He said as his son’s body developed, he
found another calling.
“He took to swimming, but swimming kind
of spit him out,” he said. “He picked up the

shot disk and had a knack for that because he
could throw heavy objects. His love turned to
that, which is fine, as long as it’s something that
will teach him to be something better.”
That was the goal from the beginning for
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Fifth-year head coach Dale Lennon observes the team’s practice Thursday at Saluki
Stadium. Lennon said Saturday’s game is extremely important because you want to
finish on a high note and feel good about what you’ve done on the year. “This was the
first recruiting class I had when I came here as a head coach,” Lennon said of his seniors.
“It’s a special class, I want to make sure they go out winners.” The Salukis’ last game of
the season will be at 2 p.m. against Western Illinois University at Saluki Stadium.
success, as the team ranks last in the MVFC in
total offense at 227.8 yards per game.
Senior defensive end Eze Obiora said he
believes the defense can have some success
Saturday.

“I don’t know if we can talk about a shutout,
but I think we’re going to do what we’ve done
all season, which is go in on defense and
dominate,” he said. “(The defense) has scored
in every game since Missouri State, and we

Kyle and Eileen, who said they did not care
what sport their children got into, as long as it
kept them active.
Please see WALKERS | 5

plan to do that again.”
Senior outside linebacker Jayson DiManche
has been a defensive leader this season and said
the Salukis’ motivation should be to take pride in
themselves and the team to put a positive effort
on the field. DiManche has 35 tackles for loss in
his career, which is fifth-most in SIU history.
With only five wins to show for a season
that is a game away from completion, Obiora
said the Salukis are frustrated with their
performance thus far, but that passion can
be used to spur the team toward a standout
performance in the finale.
“We just have to take out all of our
frustration on the other team and absolutely
dominate them,” he said. “That’s the only way
we can be happy.”
The year may not have gone as the team
hoped, but Obiora said his fellow seniors
and the rest of the team are ready to end the
season right.
“I think it is about to be a good day because a
lot of us are going to play mad, and that’s when
we play our best,” he said. “It’s going to be the
last time this team plays together as a group of
individuals. It’s going to be something special.”
The football team kicks off its finale at 2
p.m. Saturday.
Ben Conrady can be reached at
bconrady@dailyegyptian.com
or 536-3311 ext. 282.

